
Sunday 22nd (A) in Ordinary Time

Gospel text ( Mt  16,21-27): Jesus turned to him and said, «Get 

behind me, Satan! You would have me stumble. You are their king 

not as God does, but as people do».

Illustration: Pili Piñero

Today Jesus responds very strongly to Simon Peter. What a reprimand! A few 

seconds earlier, Peter has declared that Jesus is the Son of God and, in turn, Christ 

bestows on him the primacy of the Church (he is the first Pope!). But Jesus, 

speaking to them confidentially, adds that He will be executed... Simon refuses to 

accept the Passion of the Lord: "This shall never happen to you!"

—Pedro is thinking like a simple "company manager"... and he has become a slave 

to success. But God is God and His logic is just another one: His success is 

"surrendering for love".
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