Friday of the Twelfth Week In
Ordinary Time

Gospel text (Mt 8,1-4): When Jesus came down from the mountain,
lar ge crowds followed him. Then a leper came forward. He knelt
before him and said, «Sir, if you want to, you can make me clean».
Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, «I want to, be
clean again». At that very moment the man was cleansed from his
leprosy. Then Jesus said to him, «See that you do not tell anyone,
but go to the priest, have yourself declared clean, and offer the gift

that Moses ordered as proof of it».

Faith isa confident entrustment toa “ You”, who is God
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XV1)
(Citta del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, what does believing mean? We need a renewed education in the faith that
includes, of course, knowledge of its truths and of the history of salvation, but that
isborn above all from a true encounter with God in Jesus Christ, from loving him,
from trusting him, so that the whole of our life becomes involved.

Today, together with so many signs of goodness a certain spiritual desert is also
developing around us. At times, the very ideas of progress and wellbeing have
shadows too. A certain kind of culture, moreover, has taught people to move solely
within the horizon of things, of the feasible, to believe only in what they can see and
touch with their own hands. In this context certain fundamental questions reemer ge:
What islife’s meaning? What awaits us beyond the threshold of death?

—Faith is a confident entrustment toa “You”, who is God, who givesme a different
certitude, but no less solid than that which comes from precise calculation or from
science.



