
Wednesday of the First Week in 
Ordinary Time

Gospel text ( Mk  1:29-39): On leaving the synagogue he entered the 

house of Simon and Andrew with James and John (…). He cured 

many who were sick with various diseases, and he drove out many 

demons (…). Rising very early before dawn, he left and went off to 

a deserted place, where he prayed (…).

Jesus’ prayer to the Father
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI) 

(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, we contemplate the fundamental elements of the public life of Jesus: the 

announcement of the Kingdom (and His teachings), the achievement of signs which 

reveal Him (the miracles) and the prayer. To understand Jesus it is essential to 

consider the variety of references to the fact that He would withdraw —sometimes 

the whole night— to pray “alone” to the Father. This “prayer” of Jesus is the 

dialogue between Son and Father.

He lives in the face of God as Son; He lives in the utmost intimacy with the Father. 

Only starting from this statement can we truly understand Jesus and find out the 

final source of His actions, teachings and suffering. His listener’s reaction was 

obvious: that doctrine doesn’t come from any school; it is completely different from 

whatever could be learned at the schools; it is an explanation “with authority”. 

—Lord, I understand and confess that Your doctrine doesn’t come from human 

teachings but from Your intimate contact with the Father, from the “face to face” 

dialogue with Your Father-God.


