
Pentecost Sunday (Vigil)

Gospel text ( Jn  7,37-39): On the last and greatest day of the 

festival, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, «Let anyone who is thirsty, 

come to me; and let the one who believes in me drink, for the 

Scripture says: ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of 

living water’». Jesus was referring to the Spirit which those who 

believe in him were to receive (…).

Pentecost: the feast of creation and origin of the Church, reveals God to us
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Today, at this Pentecost Vigil, who or what is the Holy Spirit? How can we 

recognize him? How do we go to him and how does he come to us? What does he 

do? The Church's great Pentecostal hymn with which we began Vespers: “Veni, 

Creator Spiritus... Come, Holy Spirit…”, gives us a first answer. Here the hymn 

refers to the first verses of the Bible that describe the creation of the universe with 

recourse to images. The Bible says first of all that the Spirit of God was moving 

over the chaos, over the waters of the abyss. The world in which we live is the work 

of the Creator Spirit. 

Pentecost is not only the origin of the Church and thus in a special way her feast; 

Pentecost is also a feast of creation. The Creator Spirit has entered history and 

speaks to us in a new way. In Jesus Christ, God himself was made man and allowed 

us, so to speak, to cast a glance at the intimacy of God himself.

—"No one has ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he 

has made him known" (Jn 1:18).


