Second Sunday of Lent (B)

Gospel text (Mk 9:2-10): Jesus took Peter, James, and John and led
them up a high mountain apart by themselves. And he was
transfigured before them... Then Elijah appeared to them along with
M oses, and they were conversing with Jesus... Asthey were coming
down from the mountain, he charged them not to relate what they
had seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man had risen from the
dead. So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what rising

from the dead meant.

The Transfiguration and the mystery of the Cross
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XV1I)
(Citta del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today weregard the Transfiguration mystery in its direct connection with the
Cross. Moses and Elijah —the Law and the Prophets— appear in this scene talking
with Jesus and about Jesus. Only Luke tellsusthe theme of their dialogue: the
Cross, as Jesus exodus which should be fulfilled in Jerusalem.

Jesus Cross is a way out of thislife, a crossing of the passion “Red Sea” and an
arrival to hisglory in which however the stigmas remain always printed. So it
becomes clear that the fundamental theme of the Law and the Prophetsisthe “hope
of Israel”, the exodus which definitely liberates.

—M oses and Elijah themselves become players and witnesses of the passion. With
the transfigured Jesus they talk about what they had said while in the earth, about
the passion of Jesus. However while they talk with Him about his passion it is
evident that it isimpregnated with God’s glory and develops into light, freedom and

joy.



