
Third Sunday of Lent (C)

Gospel text (Lk  13:1-9):  Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had

mingled with the blood of their sacrifices. Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that

because these Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?

By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! (.. .)"

The holy fear of God
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Today, Jesus is questioned on certain distressing events. In the face of the easy conclusion of considering

evil as an effect of divine punishment, Jesus restores the true image of God who is good and cannot

desire evil.

Jesus asks us to interpret these events differently, putting them in the perspective of conversion:

misfortunes, sorrowful events must not awaken curiosity in us or the quest for presumed sins; instead

they must be opportunities for reflection, in order to overcome the illusion of being able to live without

God and to reinforce, with the Lord's help, the commitment to change our way of life.

—The possibility of conversion demands that we learn to read the events of life in the perspective of

faith, animated, that is, by holy fear of God. In the presence of suffering and bereavement, the true

wisdom is to let ourselves be called into question by the precarious state of existence and to see human

history with the eyes of God.


