
Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent

Gospel text (Jn  7:1-2, 10, 25-30):  Jesus moved about within Galilee; he did not wish to travel in

Judea, because the Jews were trying to kill him. But the Jewish feast of Tabernacles was near.

But when his brothers had gone up to the feast, he himself also went up, not openly but as it

were in secret (…).

Liturgical character of the fourth Gospel
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Today, set in the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles, we verify that John's Gospel takes its rhythm from the

calendar of Israel festivities. At the beginning of Jesus' public life we find the “Jewish Passover”, from

which the theme of the true temple derives (in connection with the cross and the resurrection) (cf. 2:13-

25).

The healing of the paralytic —mark of the first great public preaching of Jesus in Jerusalem— emerges

associated with a “Jews’ festivity” (5:1), probably the “Feast of Weeks” (the Pentecost). The multiplication

of the loaves (and the Eucharistic preaching of John’s Gospel) come in association with the Passover (cf.

6:4). Finally, we’ll meet Jesus again in Jerusalem in the Feast of the Dedication of the Temple (cf. 10:22).

—Jesus’ way culminates in His last Passover (cf. 12:1): there, as the true paschal lamb, He will shed His

blood on the cross. His high priestly prayer develops precisely out of the theological contents of the Day

of Atonement.


