
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion (C)

Gospel text ( Lk  22:14-23:56): When the hour came, he took his place 

at table with the apostles. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired 

to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I shall 

not eat it again until there is fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 

(…). Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it 

to them, saying, “This is my body, which will be given for you; do 

this in memory of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which will be 

shed for you."

Then going out he went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, 

and the disciples followed him. When he arrived at the place he said 

to them, “Pray that you may not undergo the test.” (…) And to 

strengthen him an angel from heaven appeared to him. He was in 

such agony and he prayed so fervently that his sweat became like 

drops of blood falling on the ground. When he rose from prayer and 

returned to his disciples, he found them sleeping from grief. He said 

to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not 

undergo the test.”

While he was still speaking, a crowd approached and in front was 

one of the Twelve, a man named Judas. He went up to Jesus to kiss 

him. Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man 

with a kiss?” (…). After arresting him they led him away and took 

him into the house of the high priest; Peter was following at a 

distance (…). The men who held Jesus in custody were ridiculing 

and beating him. They blindfolded him and questioned him, saying, 

“Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” And they reviled him in 

saying many other things against him.

When day came the council of elders of the people met, both chief 



priests and scribes, and they brought him before their Sanhedrin. 

They said, “If you are the Christ, tell us,” but he replied to them, 

“If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I question, you will not 

respond. But from this time on the Son of Man will be seated at the 

right hand of the power of God.” They all asked, “Are you then the 

Son of God?” He replied to them, “You say that I am.” Then they 

said, “What further need have we for testimony? We have heard it 

from his own mouth.”

Then the whole assembly of them arose and brought him before 

Pilate (…). Pilate then summoned the chief priests, the rulers, and 

the people and said to them, “You brought this man to me and 

accused him of inciting the people to revolt. I have conducted my 

investigation in your presence and have not found this man guilty of 

the charges you have brought against him (…). Therefore I shall 

have him flogged and then release him.” (.. .) With loud shouts, 

however, they persisted in calling for his crucifixion, and their 

voices prevailed. The verdict of Pilate was that their demand should 

be granted. So he released the man who had been imprisoned for 

rebellion and murder, for whom they asked, and he handed Jesus 

over to them to deal with as they wished (…).

Now two others, both criminals, were led away with him to be 

executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, they 

crucified him and the criminals there, one on his right, the other on 

his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what 

they do.” They divided his garments by casting lots. The people 

stood by and watched; the rulers, meanwhile, sneered at him and 

said, “He saved others, let him save himself if he is the chosen one, 

the Christ of God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they 

approached to offer him wine they called out, “If you are King of 



the Jews, save yourself.” Above him there was an inscription that 

read, “This is the King of the Jews.”

Now one of the criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are 

you not the Christ? Save yourself and us.” The other, however, 

rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for you are 

subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been 

condemned justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our 

crimes, but this man has done nothing criminal.” Then he said, 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He 

replied to him, “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.”

It was now about noon and darkness came over the whole land 

until three in the afternoon because of an eclipse of the sun. Then 

the veil of the temple was torn down the middle. Jesus cried out in 

a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commend my spirit”; and 

when he had said this he breathed his last.(…).

Follow the Lord
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI) 

(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, at the beginning of today's Liturgy, the Church says us: "Let us follow the 

Lord". The following of Christ requires, as a first step, a reawakening of the desire 

to be authentic human beings and thus the reawakening of oneself for God. It then 

requires us to join the climbing party, in the communion of the Church. In the "we" 

of the Church we enter into communion with the "you" of Jesus Christ and thus 

reach the path to God. We are also asked to listen to the Word of Jesus Christ and 

to live it.



The Cross is also part of the ascent towards the heights of Jesus Christ, of the 

ascent to the heights of God. Just as in the affairs of this world it is impossible to 

achieve great results without self-sacrifice and hard work, so the way toward life 

itself, to the realization of one's own humanity, is linked to communion with the 

One who ascended to God's heights through the Cross. 

—The Cross is an expression of what love means: only those who lose themselves 

find themselves. 


