
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ (C)

Gospel text ( Lk  9:11b-17): Jesus spoke to the crowds about the 

kingdom of God, and he healed those who needed to be cured. As 

the day was drawing to a close, the Twelve approached him and 

said, "Dismiss the crowd so that they can go to the surrounding 

villages and farms and find lodging and provisions; for we are in a 

deserted place here." … Then he said to his disciples, "Have them 

sit down in groups of about fifty." They did so and made them all 

sit down. Then taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking 

up to heaven, he said the blessing over them, broke them, and gave 

them to the disciples to set before the crowd. They all ate and were 

satisfied …

Devotion to the Eucharist: the procession of the Corpus
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI) 

(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today the Church relives the mystery of Holy Thursday in the light of the 

Resurrection. There is also a Eucharistic procession on Holy Thursday, when the 

Church repeats the exodus of Jesus from the Upper Room to the Mount of Olives: it 

is the authentic desire of the Church in prayer to keep watch with Jesus, not to 

abandon him in the night of the world.

On the feast of Corpus Domini, we again go on this procession, but in the joy of the 

Resurrection. The Lord is risen and leads us. The strength of the Sacrament of the 

Eucharist goes above and beyond the walls of our Churches. In this Sacrament, the 

Lord is always journeying to meet the world. This universal aspect of the 

Eucharistic presence becomes evident in today's festive procession. We bring Christ, 

present under the sign of bread, onto the streets of our city. We entrust these 

streets to his goodness.



—Christ is, in person, the divine Blessing for the world. May the ray of his blessing 

extend to us all! May our streets be streets of Jesus!


