
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time (A)

Gospel text (Mt  14:22-33):  After he had fed the people,

Jesus made the disciples get into a boat...  After doing so,

he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When it

was evening he was there alone. Meanwhile the boat,

already a few miles offshore, was being tossed about by the

waves, for the wind was against it. During the fourth

watch of the night, he came toward them walking on the

sea...  At once Jesus spoke to them, "Take courage, it is I;  do

not be afraid"...

Jesus Christ, the Lord, is close to His Church
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Today, there is a beautiful story in the Gospel where Jesus

anticipates this kind of closeness. Jesus Christ goes up "on the

mountain" to pray; the disciples are alone in the boat and

threatened by the power of the weaves and the storm. The Lord

seems to be far away. But, because He is with the Father, He

sees them. And because He sees them, He comes to them across

the water; He gets into the boat with them and makes it possible

for them to continue to their destination.

This is an image for the time of the Church. The Lord is in the

"mountain" of the Father: we can always call on Him; we can

always be certain that He sees and hear us. In our own day, too,

the boat of the Church travels against the headwind of history,

through the turbulent ocean of time. Often, it looks as if it is

bound to sink. But the Lord is always there and He comes at the

right moment.

—O Jesus, you tell us "I go away and I will come to you": that is

the reason for our joy.


