Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time (C)

Gospel text (Lk 12:32-48): Jesus said to his disciples: “Do
not be afraid any longer, little flock, for your Father is
pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your belongings and
give alms. Provide money bags for yourselves that do not
wear out, an inexhaustible treasure in heaven that no thief
can reach nor moth destroy. For where your treasure is,

there also will your heart be...”

Theidolatry
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Today, we see how the light of faith is linked to concrete life-
stories, to the grateful remembrance of God’'s mighty deeds and

the progressive fulfillment of his promises.

The opposite of faith is shown to be idolatry. Faith by its very
nature demands renouncing the immediate possession which
sight would appear to offer. Before an idol, there is no risk that
we will be called to abandon our security, for idols "have
mouths, but they cannot speak" (Ps 115:5). Idols exist, we begin
to see, as a pretext for setting ourselves at the center of reality

and worshiping the work of our own hands.

—Those who choose not to put their trust in God must hear the
din of countless idols. Faith, tied as it is to conversion, is the
opposite of idolatry; it breaks with idols to turn to the living God
in a personal encounter. Believing means entrusting oneself to a
merciful love which always accepts and pardons, which sustains

and directs our lives.



