
Monday of the Twentieth Week
in Ordinary Time

Gospel text (Mt  19:16-22):  A young man approached

Jesus...  Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell

what you have and give to the poor, and you will have

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” When the

young man heard this statement, he went away sad, for he

had many possessions.

Man is the origin and destination of all economic activity

EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI)
(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, when seeing the "paralysis" of this rich young man -

incapable of responding to the call of love - we must consider

the true meaning of the economic activity and its final purpose.

Material goods are "goods", but they are not men’s final end but

men’s means: the authentic human development must be

"integral"; it has to promote the good of every man and of the

whole man.

Development needs above all to be true and integral: the

primary capital to be safeguarded and valued is man, because

man is the source, the focus and the aim of all economic and

social life. Economic crises tend to have a moral root, which

obliges us to re-plan our journey: our world needs a profound

cultural renewal and the rediscovery of values background.

—"Moral underdevelopment" - characterized by a short and

restricted view of the person and his destiny - hinders authentic

human development: human costs always include economic

costs, and economic dysfunctions always involve human costs.


