Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(C)

Gospel text (Lk 16:1-13): Jesus said to his disciples, " A rich man
had a steward who was reported to him for squandering his

property. He summoned him and said, '"What isthis | hear about
you? Prepare a full account of your stewardship, because you can

no longer be my steward.' ..."

Corruption and illegality in the conduct of the economic and political class
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XV1)
(Citta del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, the picture of development has many overlapping layers. The actors and the
causes in both underdevelopment and development are manifold, the faults and the
merits are differentiated. This fact should prompt usto liberate ourselves from
ideologies, which often oversimplify reality in artificial ways, and it should lead us
to examine objectively the full human dimension of the problems.

The scandal of glaring inequalities continues. Corruption and illegality are
unfortunately evident in the conduct of the economic and political classin rich
countries, both old and new, as well asin poor ones. Among those who sometimes
fail to respect the human rights of workers are large multinational companies as
well as local producers. International aid has often been diverted from its proper
ends, through irresponsible actions both within the chain of donors and within that
of the beneficiaries.

—It should be stressed that progress of a merely economic and technological kind is
insufficient. Development needs above all to be true and integral.



