Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Gospel text ( Lk 18:9-14): Jesus addressed this parable to those who
were convinced of their own righteousness and despised everyone
else. "Two people went up to the temple area to pray; one was a
Pharisee and the other was a tax collector. The Pharisee took up his
position and spoke this prayer to himself, 'O God, I thank you that
I am not like the rest of humanity... But the tax collector stood off
at a distance and would not even raise his eyes to heaven but beat
his breast and prayed, 'O God, be merciful to me a sinner.' I tell
you, the latter went home justified, not the former..."

The mercy: "Judge not, and you will not be judged"
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Today, the Lord Jesus shows us the steps of the pilgrimage to attain our goal:
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be
condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven (…). For the measure you give will be
the measure you get back” (Lk 6:37-38).
If anyone wishes to avoid God’s judgement, he should not make himself the judge of
his brother or sister. Human beings, whenever they judge, look no farther than the
surface, whereas the Father looks into the very depths of the soul. How much harm
words do when they are motivated by feelings of jealousy and envy! To refrain from
judgement and condemnation means, in a positive sense, to know how to accept the
good in every person and to spare him any suffering that might be caused by our
partial judgment, our presumption to know everything about him.
—Jesus asks us also to forgive and to give. To be instruments of mercy because it
was we who first received mercy from God. To be generous with others, knowing
that God showers his goodness upon us with immense generosity.

