Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary
Time (A)

Gospel text (Mt 25:1-13): Jesustold hisdisciples this parable: "The
kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five
were wise. The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil

with them, but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps..."

The prospect of the Judgment whileliving the " present”
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XV1)
(Citta del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, immersed in the month of November, during which the Church reminds us of
the eternal truths, the " Parable of the wise and foolish virgins" introduces the
theme of " The Judgment" . At the conclusion of the central section of the Church's
great "Credo" —the part that recounts the mystery of Christ— we find the phrase:
"He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead" .

From the earliest times, the prospect of the Judgment has influenced Christiansin
their daily living as a criterion by which to order their present life, as a summonsto
their conscience, and at the same time, as hope in God's justice. Faith in Christ has
never looked merely backwards or merely upwards, but always also forwardsto the
hour of justice that the Lord repeatedly proclaimed. Thislooking ahead has given
Christianity itsimportance for the " present” moment.

—O Jesus, grant meto live the present with an operative faith, with deeds and
truly, while responsibly awaiting the hour of the Spouse.



