Friday of the Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time

Gospel text (Lk 17:26-37): Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be
in the days of the Son of Man; they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage
up to the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Similarly, as
it was in the days of Lot: they were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building; on the
day when Lot left Sodom, fire and brimstone rained from the sky to destroy them all. So it will

be on the day the Son of Man is revealed...”

The Last Judgment: response to the injustices of history
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Today, the idea of the Last Judgment has faded into the background: Christian faith has been
individualized and primarily oriented towards the salvation of the believer's own soul while reflection on

world history is largely dominated by the idea of "progress".

The atheism of the 19th and 20th centuries is —in its origins and aims— a type of moralism: a protest
against the injustices of the world and of world history: a world marked by so much injustice, innocent
suffering of the innocent and cynicism of power cannot be the work of a good God. But although the
protest against God is understandable, the claim that humanity can and must do what no God actually
does or is able to do is both presumptuous and intrinsically false. It is no accident that this idea has led

to the greatest forms of cruelty.

—A world which has to create its own justice is a world without hope. Faith in the last judgment and in
Christ's return is first and foremost hope, the need for which was made abundantly clear in the upheavals

of recent centuries.



