Sunday 33rd (B) in Ordinary Time
Gospel text ( Mk 13,24-32): Jesus said to his disciples: «Later on, in
those days after that disastrous time, the sun will grow dark, the
moon will not give its light, the stars will fall out of the sky and the
whole universe will be shaken. Then people will see the Son of Man
coming in the clouds with great power and glory (…). Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But,
regarding that Day and that Hour, no one knows when it will come,
not even the angels, not even the Son, but only the Father».

My words will not pass away
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Today, St Mark's Gospel presents to us part of Jesus' discourse on the end of times.
In this discourse is a phrase whose terse clarity is striking: "Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away".
The expression "Heaven and earth" recurs frequently in the Bible in reference to
the whole universe, the entire cosmos. Jesus declares that all this is destined to
"pass away"; not only the earth but also Heaven, which here is meant in a purely
cosmic sense and not as synonymous with God. Sacred Scripture knows no
ambiguity: all Creation is marked by finitude. With this clear distinction Jesus says
that his words "will not pass away", that is to say they are part of God and
therefore eternal.
—Those who hear it, accept it and bear fruit take part in the Kingdom of God, that
is, they live under his lordship. They remain in the world, but are no longer of the
world. They bear within them a seed of eternity that in the end will produce the
resurrection of the flesh. This is the power of Christ's word.

