Saturday of the Ninth Week in
Ordinary Time

Gospel text (Mk 12:38-44): In the course of histeaching Jesus said,
" Beware of the scribes, who like to go around in long robes and
accept greetingsin the marketplaces, seats of honor in synagogues,

and places of honor at banquets..."

He sat down opposite the treasury and observed how the crowd put
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A
poor widow also came and put in two small coins worth a few cents.
Calling his disciples to himself, he said to them, " Amen, | say to
you, this poor widow put in more than all the other contributorsto

the treasury... For she, contributed her whole livelihood.”

Poverty requires pure intention and generosity. The conscience, the " epicenter” of
the moral
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Today, in sharp contrast with the masters of the law, the Gospel presents a simple
and almost insignificant gesture on the part of a poor widow that provokes Jesus'
admiration. The actual value of her donation is almost nil, but the woman's decision
iIsadmirable, heroic: she gives everything she has.

With this gesture, God and the others went ahead of her and of her own needs. She
fully let herself in the hands of Providence. Jesus valued her generosity and her
desire to praise God and help the poor, as the most important offering of all that
had been made —perhaps, most ostentatiously— in that Temple.

—Salvation isto be found in the nucleus of our own conscience, when we decide to
open ourselvesto God and live at the disposal of mankind; and when the election
value is not given by the quality or quantity of the work made, but by the purity of
intention and loving generosity.






