
Monday of the Tenth Week in Ordinary 
Time

Gospel text ( Mt  5:1-12): When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the 

mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He 

began to teach them, saying: "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they who mourn...The 

meek... They who hunger and thirst for righteousness...  The 

merciful...  The clean of heart...The peacemakers...  Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward will be great in heaven..."

The Sermon on the Mount according to Matthew's Gospel
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI) 

(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, we begin to look at Jesus as the "Master", whose teachings - largely - have 

been grouped together by Matthew in the so-called "Sermon on the Mount". 

Previously, the Evangelist had narrated the temptations of Jesus and His first 

performance in His public ministry (the announcement of the Kingdom of God and 

the call of the first Apostles)

We highlight two singularities of Matthew’s Gospel. First: he explicitly presents 

Galilee as the 'Galilee of the Gentiles', as the place where the prophets (cf. Is 8:23; 

9:1) had foretold that the "great light" would dawn. In this way Matthew responds 

to the surprise that the Savior does not come from Jerusalem and Judea, but from a 

district that was actually considered as half pagan, Galilee: in fact, this is precisely 

the proof of his divine mission. Secondly: from the start of his Gospel, Matthew 

claims the Old Testament for Jesus, even when it comes to apparent minutiae: all 

the Scriptures are related to Him.

—Matthew shows that the Jesus who teaches is, at the same time, the Jesus who 

saves.



The Sermon on the Mount presents Jesus as the new Moses
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI) 

(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, the Gospel presents us with the beginning of the "Sermon on the Mountain", 

which in St. Matthew (Mt 5-7) covers the three chapters of this Sermon. What is it 

about? With this great discourse, Mathew puts together a picture of Jesus as the 

new Moses, in precisely the profound sense of the promise of a new "prophet" given 

in the "Book of “Deuteronomy".

The opening verse is far more than a casual introduction: Jesus "sits down", the 

expression of the plenary authority of the master. He takes his seat on the cathedra 

of the mountain as "the Greatest Moses ", who broadens the Covenant to include all 

nations. The "mountain" simply refers to the scene of Jesus’ preaching: the new 

Sinai.

—The “mountain" is the place where Jesus prays; where He is face-to-face with the 

Father. And that is exactly why it is also the place of His teaching, since His 

teaching comes forth from this most intimate exchange with the Father. "The 

mountain", then, is the new and definitive Sinai.


