
Second Sunday of Advent (C)

Gospel text (Lk  3:1-6):  In the fifteenth year of the reign of

Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor of

Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother

Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,

and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene, during the high

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came

to John the son of Zechariah in the desert. He went

throughout [the] whole region of the Jordan, proclaiming

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah (…). 

The Gospel is not a legend but the account of a true story
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Today, the Liturgy presents to us the Gospel passage in which St

Luke, prepares the scene on which Jesus is about to enter and

begin his public ministry. The Evangelist focuses the spotlight

on to John the Baptist, who was the Precursor of the Messiah,

and with great precision outlines the space-time coordinates of

his preaching.

Two things attract our attention. The first is the abundance of

references to all the political and religious authorities of

Palestine in A.D. 27-28. The Evangelist evidently wanted to warn

those who read or hear about it that the Gospel is not a legend

but the account of a true story, that Jesus of Nazareth is a

historical figure who fits into that precise context. Second: after

this ample historical introduction, the subject becomes "the

word of God", presented as a power that comes down from

Heaven and settles upon John the Baptist.

—The most beautiful flower that blossomed from the word of

God is the Virgin Mary.




