
Third Sunday of Advent (A)

Gospel text ( Mt  11:2-11): When John the Baptist heard in prison of 

the works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus with this 

question, "Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for 

another?" Jesus said to them in reply, "Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the 

good news proclaimed to them. And blessed is the one who takes no 

offense at me..."

The “God-with-us” has “espoused” our humanity
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI) 

(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, third Sunday of Advent, called "gaudete" (rejoice) Sunday, the mystery of 

Bethlehem reveals to us “God-with-us”, the God close to us and not merely in the 

spatial and temporal sense; He is close to us because He has, as it were, "espoused" 

our humanity; He has taken our condition upon Himself, choosing to be like us in 

all things save sin in order to make us become like Him. 

Christian joy thus springs from this certainty: God is close, He is with me, He is 

with us, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, as a friend and faithful 

spouse. And this joy endures, even in trials, in suffering itself. It does not remain 

only on the surface; it dwells in the depths of the person who entrusts himself to 

God and trusts in Him. 

—Joy enters the hearts of those who put themselves at the service of the lowly and 

poor. God abides in those who love like this and their souls rejoice.


