Gospel text (Jn 1:29-34): John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward

him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of

the world... | saw the Spirit come down like a dove from the sky
and remain upon him... | have seen and testified that heisthe Son
of God.”

Jesus Christ, " mystery of recapitulation”
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XV1)
(Citta del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, according to the Fathers of the Church, we can apply the image of the stable
to the universe, wounded and disfigured by sin. What Christ, whose being is a
"mystery of recapitulation”, rebuildsis no ordinary Palace. He came to restore its
beauty and dignity to creation: thisis what makes the angels " rejoice".

The Earth isrestored to good order by virtue of the fact that it is opened to God
and it obtainsitstrue light anew. And, in the harmony between human will and
Divine will, it regains its beauty and dignity. The Christmas is a feast of restored
creation. (" Recapitulated", rearranged to God). It isin this context that the song of
the angels on that holy night isinterpreted: it is an expression of joy over the fact
that the height and the depth, the Heaven and Earth are once more united; that man
isagain united to God.

—Jesus, thanksto You, now Angels and men can sing together and, in this way, the
beauty of the universeis expressed in the beauty of the song of praise.



