
Christmas Weekday: January 4th

Gospel text (Jn  1:35-42):  John was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus

walk by, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” The two disciples heard what he said and followed

Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, “What are you looking for?”

They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said

to them, “Come, and you will see...”

The stable of Bethlehem the new palace of David

EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI)
(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, Christmas answers the question: "Where are you staying?" The stable is depicted as a crumbling

palace. It is still possible to recognize its former splendor, but now it has become a ruin, the walls are

falling down. In fact, it has become a stable. David’s throne, which had been promised to last forever,

stands empty. Joseph, the descendant of David, is a simple artisan.

David himself had begun life as a shepherd... In the stable of Bethlehem, the very town where it had all

begun, the Davidic kingship started again in a new way, in that child wrapped in swaddling clothes and

laid in a manger. The new Throne from which this "David" will draw the world to himself is the Cross.

—The Cross corresponds to the new beginning in the stable. Yet, this is exactly how the true Davidic

Palace is being built. This new Palace is the community of those who allow themselves to be drawn by

Christ’s love and so become one body with Him, a new humanity. The power of self-giving goodness that

comes from the Cross! This is the true kingship.


