
Friday after Epiphany

Gospel text ( Lk  5:12-16): It happened that there was a man full of 

leprosy in one of the towns where he was; and when he saw Jesus, 

he fell prostrate, pleaded with him, and said, “Lord, if you wish, 

you can make me clean.” Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, 

and said, “I do will it.  Be made clean.” And the leprosy left him 

immediately (…).

Jesus made himself “a leper” so that we might be cleansed
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI) 

(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today, Jesus does not shun contact with that man; on the contrary, impelled by 

deep participation in his condition, he stretched out his hand and touched the man 

and said to him: “I will; be clean”. 

That gesture and those words of Christ contain the whole history of salvation, they 

embody God’s will to heal us, to purify us from the illness that disfigures us and 

ruins our relationships. In that contact between Jesus’ hand and the leper, every 

barrier between God and human impurity, between the Sacred and its opposite, was 

pulled down. This was not of course in order to deny evil and its negative power, 

but to demonstrate that God’s love is stronger than all illness, even in its most 

contagious and horrible form. Jesus took upon himself our infirmities, he made 

himself “a leper” so that we might be cleansed.

—Through his Mother it is always Jesus who comes to meet us to set us free from 

every sickness of body and of soul. Let us allow ourselves to be touched and 

cleansed by him!


