Gospel text (Jn 21,15-17): After Jesus and his disciples had
finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, «Simon, son
of John, do you love me more than these?». He answered,
«Yes, Lord, you know that I love you». And Jesus said,

«Feed my lambs» (...).

St. Pius X, pope (1835-1914)
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Today we celebrate the figure of Pope St. Pius X. He was
ordained a priest when he was 23 years old. The future Pontiff
showed that deep love for Christ and for the Church, that
humility and simplicity and great charity to the needy which
characterized his entire life. In 1884 he was appointed Bishop of
Mantua, and in 1893, Patriarch of Venice. On 4 August 1903, he

was elected Pope.

Pius X's Pontificate left an indelible mark on the Church's
history and was distinguished by a considerable effort for
reform that is summed up in his motto “To renew all things in
Christ”. As Pontiff, he compiled a text of Christian doctrine for
the Diocese of Rome that was later disseminated throughout
Italy and the world (the "Pius X Catechism", as it was called). He
recommended that the Sacraments be received often,
encouraging the daily reception of Holy Communion and
appropriately lowering the age when children receive their First

communion.

—Pius X intervened decisively, condemning “Modernism” to
protect the faithful from erroneous concepts and to foster a
scientific examination of the Revelation consonant with the

Tradition of the Church.



