
September 23rd: Memorial of Saint Pius of
Pietrelcina, Priest

Gospel text (Mt  11:25-30):  At that time Jesus said in reply, “.. .  Come to me, all you who labor

and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am

meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my

burden light.”

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina (1887-1968)

EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Saint John Paul II)
(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today the evangelical image of the "yoke" recalls the many trials that the humble Capuchin of San

Giovanni Rotondo had to face. Today we contemplate in him how gentle the “yoke” of Christ is, and how

truly light is his burden when it is borne with faithful love. The life and mission of Padre Pio prove that

difficulties and sorrows, if accepted out of love, are transformed into a privileged way of holiness.

Throughout his life, he always sought greater conformity with the Crucified, since he was very conscious

of having been called to collaborate in a special way in the work of redemption.

Padre Pio was a generous dispenser of divine mercy, making himself available to all by welcoming them,

by spiritual direction and, especially, by the administration of the sacrament of Penance. The ministry of

the confessional, which is one of the distinctive traits of his apostolate, attracted great crowds of the

faithful to the monastery of San Giovanni Rotondo. Even when that unusual confessor treated pilgrims

with apparent severity, the latter, becoming conscious of the gravity of sins and sincerely repentant,

almost always came back for the peaceful embrace of sacramental forgiveness.

—The ultimate reason for the apostolic effectiveness of Padre Pio, the profound root of so much spiritual

fruitfulness can be found in that intimate and constant union with God, attested to by his long hours

spent in prayer and in the confessional. He loved to repeat, «I am a poor Franciscan who prays».


