
September 27th: Memorial of
Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest

Gospel text (Mt  9:35-38):  Jesus went around to all the

towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every

disease and illness...

St. Vincent de Paul, priest (1581-1660)

EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI)
(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today we celebrate the memory of Saint Vincent de Paul, “poor

among the poor” and Patron of Catholic charities. In 16th

century France, he himself keenly perceived the strong contrast

between the richest and the poorest of people. In fact, as a

priest, he had the opportunity to experience the aristocratic life

and life in the country, as well as the dregs of society in Paris.

Encouraged by the love of Christ, Vincent de Paul knew how to

organize permanent forms of service for marginalized people,

giving life to the so-called “Charitées”, the “Charities”, that is

the groups of women who gave their time and belongings to the

most marginalized people. Some of these volunteers chose to

consecrate themselves completely to God and to the poor, with

St Louise de Marillac, and St Vincent, Founder of the “Daughters

of Charity” the first female congregation to live a consecrated

life "in the world", with the common people, including the sick

and the needy.

—«The principal intention of the Daughters of Charity is to

imitate the life of Jesus Christ on earth, to serve the materially

and spiritually poor, that is, to help them know God and take the

means to save themselves» (St. Vincent de Paul).


