
September 28th: Memorial of Saint 
Wenceslaus, Martyr

Gospel text ( Jn  12:24-26): Jesus said to his disciples: “Amen, amen, 

I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 

remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much 

fruit.. ."

Saint Wenceslaus, martyr (907-935)
EDITORIAL TEAM evangeli.net (based on texts by Benedict XVI) 

(Città del Vaticano, Vatican)

Today we admire the sanctity of a ruler: Saint Wenceslaus I of Bohemia, a model of 

holiness for all people, especially the leaders of communities and peoples. Today 

there is a need for believers with credibility, who are ready to spread in every area 

of society the Christian principles and ideals by which their action is inspired. This 

is holiness, the universal vocation of all the baptized, which motivates people to 

carry out their duty with fidelity and courage, looking not to their own selfish 

interests but to the common good, seeking God’s will at every moment.

The last century saw the fall of a number of powerful figures who had apparently 

risen to almost unattainable heights. Suddenly they found themselves stripped of 

their power. Those who denied and continue to deny God, and in consequence have 

no respect for man, appear to have a comfortable life and to be materially 

successful. Yet one need only scratch the surface to realize how sad and unfulfilled 

these people are. 

—Only those who maintain in their hearts a holy “fear of God” can also put their 

trust in man and spend their lives building a more just and fraternal world.


