
August 6th: Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord
(B)

Gospel text (Mk  9:2-10):  Jesus took Peter, James, and his brother John, and led them up a high

mountain apart by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became

dazzling white (…). Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, and they were conversing with

Jesus (…).

Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice, “This is my

beloved Son. Listen to him.” Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone but Jesus

alone with them. As they were coming down from the mountain, he charged them not to relate

what they had seen to anyone, except when the Son of Man had risen from the dead (…).

In the "mount" of Transfiguration
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Today we celebrate the solemnity of the Transfiguration of the Lord. Mount Tabor, like Mount Sinai, is the

place of the proximity to God. It is the prominent space, regarding our daily existence. It is the place of

prayer where we are in the company of the Lord, like Moses and Elijah, who appear with Jesus

Transfigured, talking with Him about the Exodus He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem (i.e. his

Passover). The Transfiguration is not a change in Jesus, but the Revelation of His Divinity. Peter, James

and John, while contemplating the Divinity of the Lord do, prepare themselves to confront the scandal of

the Cross. The Transfiguration is a foretaste of the Resurrection!

—The Transfiguration reminds us that the joys God sows in our life are not points of arrival, but lights He

gives us in our earthly pilgrimage so that "only Jesus" may be our Law, and His Word the criterion, joy and

blessing of our existence.


