Monday 5th (C) of Lent
Gospel text ( Jn 8,12-20): Jesus said to the Jews, «I am the Light of
the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness, but
will have light and life». The Pharisees replied, «Now you are
speaking on your own be-half, your testimony is worthless». Then
Jesus said, «Even though I bear witness to myself, my testimony is
true, for I know where I have come from and where I am going. But
you do not know where I came from or where I am going. You
judge by human standards; as for me, I don't judge anyone. But if I
had to judge, my judgment would be valid for I am not alone: the
Father who sent me is with me. In your Law it is written that the
testimony of two witnesses is valid; so I am bearing witness to
myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness to me».

They asked him, «Where is your Father?». Jesus answered, «You
don't know me or my Father; if you knew me, you would know my
Father as well». Jesus said these things when he was teaching in the
Temple area, in the place where they received the offerings. No one
arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.
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Today Jesus gives us a definition of Himself that fills with sense the life of those of
us, that despite our many deficiencies, wish to follow him: «I am the Light of the
world» (Jn 8:12). Jesus' person, his teachings, his examples of life, are light that
lightens all our existence, whether in the good hours or in moments of suffering or
contradiction.

What does that mean? That under any circumstances which we may find ourselves
in, such as in our work, in our relations with others, in our relation to God, in our
joys and in our pains... we may ponder: —What did Jesus do in a similar situation?;
we can always look into the Gospels and reply: —So I will do the very same thing!
Precisely, John Paul II has incorporated to the Saint Rosary —a “compendium of
the Gospels”, as he himself recalls— the mysteries on the public life of Jesus, and
has named them “Mysteries of Light”. Thus, the Holy Father says: «It is He who,
after being named favored Son of the Father at the Baptism in the Jordan,
announces the arrival of the Kingdom, and bears witness of it with his deeds while
proclaiming his demands».
Jesus is Light and «the one who follows him will not walk in darkness, but will have
light and life» (Jn 8:12). As his own disciples, the Lord also invites us to be light for
the world; to shine a light of hope amidst the violence, mistrust and fear of our
brothers; a light of faith amidst their darkness, doubts and queries; a light of love
amidst the many lies, bitterness and passions that surround us.
The Holy Father, as a backdrop to all the mysteries of light, reminds us of Mary's
words at the Cana wedding: «Do whatever He tells you» (Jn 2:5): this is the right
way for Jesus to be the Light of the World and for ourselves to be able to illuminate
with this same light.

