Monday of the Twenty-eighth
Week in Ordinary Time

Gospel text (Lk 11:29-32): While still more people
gathered in the crowd, Jesus said to them, “This
generation is an evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no
sign will be given it, except the sign of Jonah. Just as Jonah
became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man be
to this generation. At the judgment the queen of the south
will rise with the men of this generation and she will
condemn them, because she came from the ends of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and there is
something greater than Solomon here. At the judgment
the men of Nineveh will arise with this generation and
condemn it, because at the preaching of Jonah they

repented, and there is something greater than Jonah here.”

“Thisgeneration isan evil generation; it seeksa sign”
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Today the gentle—but firm—voice of Christ warns those who
think they already have a “ticket” to Paradise simply because
they say, “Jesus, how beautiful you are!” Christ paid the price of
our salvation without excluding anyone, but there are some
essential conditions. One of them is this: we cannot expect
Christ to do everything while we do nothing. That would not only
be foolish—it would be prideful and wicked. This is why the Lord
uses the word “evil” today: “This generation is an evil
generation; it seeks a sign, but no sign will be given it, except
the sign of Jonah” (Lk 11:29). He calls it “evil” because it insists

on seeing spectacular miracles before offering even a reluctant

act of faith.



Even in His hometown of Nazareth, Jesus refused to yield to
such demands. His countrymen, so full of expectations, wanted
Him to prove His mission as prophet and Messiah through
dazzling signs—something they could admire as spectators,
comfortably seated, as if in a theater. But that is not how
salvation works. The Lord offers salvation only to those who
submit to Him through an obedience born of faith—faith that
waits, trusts, and remains silent. God asks for that prior faith

(which, in fact, He Himself has planted in us as a seed of grace).

A witness against believers who cling to a caricature of faith will
be the Queen of the South, who came from the ends of the earth
to listen to Solomon’s wisdom. And yet, “there is something
greater than Solomon here” (Lk 11:31). As the saying goes,
“There's none so deaf as those who will not hear.” Christ,
condemned to death, will rise on the third day. To those who
recognize Him, He offers salvation; but for those who reject
Him—when He returns as Judge—nothing will remain but to hear

the sentence of their own stubborn unbelief.

Let us welcome Him now, with faith and love that come before
seeing. Then we will recognize Him, and He will recognize us as
His own. As the Servant of God, blessed Don Alberione, once

said: “God does not waste light; He kindles little lamps only as

needed—but always at the right time.”

Thoughts on Today's Gospel

e "Because Solomon had built a temple to the Lord, because
the Solomon of history had built that temple, our Lord
Jesus Christ, the true Solomon, built a temple for himself"
(St. Augustine)

e "Still today, for the “modern Nineveh”, God is looking for
messengers of penance. Will we have the courage, the
deep faith, the credibility necessary to reach hearts and

open the doors to conversion?" (Benedict XVI)



e "Only the divine identity of Jesus' person can justify so
absolute a claim as "He who is not with me is against me"
(Mt 12:30); and his saying that there was in him "something
greater than Jonabh,. .. greater than Solomon", something
‘greater than the Temple..." (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, n2 590)



