Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)

Gospel text (Lk Lk 4:21-30): Jesus began speaking in the synagogue,
saying: “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”
And all spoke highly of him and were amazed at the gracious words
that came from his mouth. They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of
Joseph?” He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this proverb,
‘Physician, cure yourself,” and say, ‘Do herein your native place
the things that we heard were donein Capernaum.’” And he said,
“Amen, | say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place.
Indeed, | tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of
Elijah when the sky was closed for three and a half years and a
severe famine spread over the entire land. It was to none of these
that Elijah was sent, but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land
of Sidon. Again, there were many lepersin Israel during the time of
Elisha the prophet; yet not one of them was cleansed, but only

Naaman the Syrian.”

When the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled
with fury. They rose up, drove him out of the town, and led him to
the brow of the hill on which their town had been built, to hurl him
down headlong. But he passed through the midst of them and went

away.

“No prophet is accepted in his own native place”
Fr. Pere SUNER i Puig SJ
(Barcelona, Spain)

Today, in thisfourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, our liturgy again shows Jesus
speaking at the synagogue at Nazareth. It isthe continuation of last Sunday's



Gospel, where Jesus was reading Isaiah's prophecy: “The Spirit of the Lord isupon
me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed
go free, and to proclaim a year acceptabletotheLord.” (...) (Lk 4:18-19). And,
when Jesus finishes the reading He avows: “ Today this scripture passage is fulfilled
in your hearing” (Lk 4:21).

The Gospel points out that they were lost in wonder while hislips spoke of the
grace. Jesus was well known by the assembly —Jesus having spent his infancy and
youth in Nazareth— but that did not help their accepting him as a prophet.
Nathanael said in thisrespect: “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” (Jn 1:46).
Jesus reproaches them for their skepticism, and reminds them that: “Amen, | say to
you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place” (Lk 4:24). And He tellsthem
about Elijah and Elisha, who accomplished miracles for foreigners but not for their
fellow citizens.

On hearing him they become very violent. They even tried to throw him down the
cliff. Asfor us, don't we think often enough that God's saving actions should be
made more in accordance with our vainglorious criteria! Don't we feel insulted when
He makes use of something we considered of little value? We would like a more
spectacular God. But, this appearsto be more like his tempter, (Satan), when from
the pinnacle told Jesus: “1f you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here”
(Lk 4:9).

But, Jesus Christ hasrevealed himself to us as a humble God: the Son of man “For
the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve” (Mk 10:45). Let usimitate
him. To save our souls we need not be like saint Xavier, patron of the Missions. The
humble saint Therese of the infant Jesus is his companion, as sheis also the patron
saint of the missions...

Thoughts on Today's Gospel

-“Every soul, bereft of virtue and divine knowledge, as soon as she receives the divine word, learns to
nourish it with the bread of virtue, and to water the teaching of virtue from the fountain of life.” (Saint



Basi| the Great)

-“Cheer up, God aways bless you, as he walks with you. Precisely through the gift of the Spirit, Jesus
will enable believers to sharein hisfilial communion and intimacy with the Father.” (Saint John Paul I1)

¢ “In the Old Testament the prophets announced that the Spirit of the Lord would rest on the
hoped-for Messiah for his saving mission (Cf. Isa 11:2). The descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus
at his baptism (...) was the sign that this was he who was to come, the Messiah, the Son of God.”
(Catechism Of The Catholic Church, N° 1286)



